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Adler, D. A. (2000).  America’s Champion  Swimmer: Gertrude  Ederle. Illus. T. 
Widener. San Diego: Harcourt.

Despite doubts that any woman could do it, Gertrude Ederle became the first woman to swim the English Channel. 
Adler, D. A., & Adler, M. (2010). A Picture Book of Harry Houdini. Illus. M. Collins.

 New York: Holiday House. 
Harry Houdini repeatedly amazed audiences around the globe with his death-defying acts and illusions. With his wife, Bess, often by his side, he freed himself from ropes, handcuffs, and prison cells. Though Harry was always intrigued by magic, his life was not always so glamorous. His family was extremely poor, and as a boy he shined shoes to help them make ends meet. Yet a career in magic was always in the cards. Readers will be mesmerized by this captivating picture book biography. 
Allsburg, C. V.  (2011). Queen of the Falls. New York: Houghton Mifflin Books for                                   
Children.
Annie Taylor, a short, plump and fussy sixty-two year old widow, runs a charm school, right by Niagara Falls. When this starts to fail, she resolves to find fame and fortune by being the first person to ever to go over the thundering waters of Niagara Falls in a barrel. Readers of all ages will warm to this inspiring story of bravery, as they take the roller coaster ride of a lifetime over the falls.
Bray, R. L.  (1997). Martin Luther King. Illus. M. Zeldis.  New York:                          
Green Willow Books.                                

"A fine introduction to the life of King--lucid, real, captivating. Bray starts with King's early years in the American South, his exposure to segregation and racism, his schooling, and his family life before detailing his civil rights experiences. In direct, punchy writing, Bray makes understandable the broadening of King's political work to include his antiwar activity and his war on poverty....Zeldis's folk art, gouache primitives, are bright eye-catchers....She and Bray breathe new life into King's story and into the details of the civil rights movement as well."--Kirkus Reviews.
Brown, D.  (1997). Alice  Ramsey’s  Grand  Adventure.  Boston: Houghton.

In 1909, Alice Ramsey set out to become the first women to travel across the U.S. by car. Accompanied by a few female friends, she overcame all sorts of obstacles to arrive in San Francisco fifty-nine days later. 
Bryant, J.  (2008).  A River of Words: The Story of William Carlos Williams.  Illus.                                

M.   Sweet.  Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Books for Young Readers. 
When he wrote poems, he felt as free as the Passaic River as it rushed to the falls. Willie’s notebooks filled up, one after another. Willie’s words gave him freedom and peace, but he also knew he needed to earn a living. So he went off to medical school and became a doctor -- one of the busiest men in town! Yet he never stopped writing poetry. In this picture book biography of William Carlos Williams, Jen Bryant’s engaging prose and Melissa Sweet’s stunning mixed-media illustrations celebrate the amazing man who found a way to earn a living and to honor his calling to be a poet. 
Bryant, J. & Sweet, M.  (2013).  A Splash of Red: The Life and Art of Horace Pippin.                                     
New York: Knopf Books for Young Readers.   

Born in Pennsylvania in 1888, Horace Pippin loved to draw and paint as a child. When he was in eighth grade, his father left the family. Horace quit school and worked to support them. Later wounded as a soldier in WWI, he never regained full use of his right arm. Back home, Pippin began painting again, using his left arm to guide his right. Painting subjects drawn mainly from observation, memory, family stories, and the Bible, this self-taught African American artist was eventually discovered by the art community. Major museums display his works, and their locations are indicated on the U.S. map on the back endpapers, along with small reproductions of six paintings. In a well-structured narrative with recurring themes and a highly accessible style, Bryant writes short sentences full of memorable details, from Pippin’s first box of colored pencils to the scavenged house paints he used to paint his wartime memories. 
Burleigh, R.  (2011). Night Flight: Amelia Earhart Crosses the Atlantic.  Illus. W. Minor.                                
New York: Simon & Schuster/Paula Wiseman Books. 

Award-winning author Robert Burleigh has captured Amelia Earhart's first solo flight across the Atlantic in 1932. She was only the second person to do this – and the first woman. Rich in detail, feeling and incident this is nonfiction with edge and action, a you-are-there experience made more dramatic and real by Wendell Minor's vivid paintings.
Corey,  S.  (2000). You Forgot Your Skirt, Amelia Bloomer! A  Very Improper  

Story.  Illus.  C.  McLaren.  New York: Scholastic.

Amelia  Bloomer  was  delighted  when  she  saw  a  new  type  of  clothing  that  allowed women  to  move  freely,  and  immediately  adopted  it.  But her neighbors found Amelia’s “American costume” shocking.  

Davis, K. G. & Ford, G.  (2014). Mr. Ferris and His Wheel.  New York: Houghton                                        
Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company.  
Capturing an engineer's creative vision and mind for detail, this fully illustrated picture book biography sheds light on how the American inventor George Ferris defied gravity and seemingly impossible odds to invent the world's most iconic amusement park attraction, the Ferris wheel. A fun, fact-filled text by Kathryn Gibbs Davis combines with Gilbert Ford's dazzling full-color illustrations to transport readers to the 1893 World's Fair, where George Ferris and his big, wonderful wheel lifted passengers to the skies for the first time.
Engle, M.  (2010). Summer Birds: The Butterflies of Maria Marian.  Illus. J. Pastiches.                                    
 New York: Henry Holt and Company.      
In the Middle Ages, people believed that insects were evil, born from mud in a process called spontaneous generation. Maria Merian was only a child, but she disagreed. She watched carefully as caterpillars spun themselves cocoons, which opened to reveal summer birds, or butterflies and moths. Maria studied the whole life cycle of the summer birds, and documented what she learned in vibrant paintings.
Fritz, J. (1998). George Washington’s Breakfast. Illus. T. dePaola. London, England:

 Puffin Books. 

George Washington Allen, a boy who never gives up until he finds out what he wants to know, is determined to learn all there is to know about his namesake, including what the first president ate for breakfast. The sprightly, humorous story and likable colored illustrations bring history alive and make research meaningful. 
Fritz, J. (1997). Shh! We’re Writing the Constitution. Illus. T. dePaola. New York:


Penguin Putnam books. 

This factual gem that's written with Jean Fritz's humorous touch chronicles the hot summer of 1787 where fifty-five delegates from thirteen states huddled together in the strictest secrecy in Philadelphia to draw up the constitution of the United States! 

Fritz, J. (1996). Can’t You Make Them Believe, King George? Illus. M. Tomes. London,

 England: Puffin Books. 

This entertaining volume sheds light on the life of England's King George III. It begins when he was a bashful boy who blushed easily, goes on to his early days as king, and finally examines his role in the American Revolution - when Americans ceased to think of him as good King George. Fascinating history made accessible for young readers.

Grimes, N.  (2002). Talkin’ About Bessie: The Story of Aviator Elizabeth Colman.
Illus. E.  B.  Lewis.  New York: Orchard/Scholastic.  

Born at a time of segregation, Bessie Colman succeeded in becoming the first licensed African-American female pilot. With the support of the Defender newspaper, she attended flight school in Paris and became a barnstormer, performing daring stunts in the air.  
Heiligman, D.  (2013). The Boy Who Loved Math: The Improbable Life of Paul Erdos.                                   
Illus. L. Pham.  New York: Roaring Book Press.   
Most people think of mathematicians as solitary, working away in isolation. And, it's true, many of them do. But Paul Erdos never followed the usual path. At the age of four, he could ask you when you were born and then calculate the number of seconds you had been alive in his head. But he didn't learn to butter his own bread until he turned twenty. Instead, he traveled around the world, from one mathematician to the next, collaborating on an astonishing number of publications. With a simple, lyrical text and richly layered illustrations, this is a beautiful introduction to the world of math and a fascinating look at the unique character traits that made "Uncle Paul" a great man.
Hill, L. C.  (2010). Dave the Potter: Artist, Poet, and Slave.  Illus. B. Collier.  New York:                                     
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers. 
Dave was an extraordinary artist, poet, and potter living in South Carolina in the 1800s. He combined his superb artistry with deeply observant poetry, carved onto his pots, transcending the limitations he faced as a slave. In this inspiring and lyrical portrayal, National Book Award nominee Laban Carrick Hill's elegantly simple text and award-winning artist Bryan Collier's resplendent, earth-toned illustrations tell Dave's story, a story rich in history, hope, and long-lasting beauty.
Hopkinson, D.  (2008). Abe Lincoln Crosses a Creek: A Tall, Thin Tale (Introducing His                               
Forgotten Frontier Friend).  Illus. J. Hendrix.  New York: Schwartz & Wade                                        
Random House Publishing. 

The year is 1816. Abe is only seven years old, and his pal, Austin, is ten. Abe and Austin decide to journey down to Knob Creek. The water looks scary and deep, and Austin points out that they don’t know how to swim. Nevertheless, they decide to traverse it. I won’t tell you what happens, but let’s just say that our country wouldn’t be the same if Austin hadn’t been there to help his friend.
Kerley, B.  (2008). What to Do About Alice? How Alice Roosevelt Broke the Rules,                                           
Charmed the World, and Drove Her Father Teddy Crazy!  Illus. E.  Fotheringham.                                 
New York: Scholastic, Inc.                                                                                                                      Theodore Roosevelt had a small problem. Her name was Alice. Alice Lee Roosevelt was hungry to go places, meet people, do things! Father called it running riot. Alice called it eating up the world. Whether she was entertaining important White House visitors with her pet snake or traveling the globe, Alice bucked convention and turned every new experience into an adventure! Brimming with affection and wit, this spirited biography gives readers a peek at family life inside the White House. Prose and pictures spring, gambol, and two-step across the pages to celebrate a maverick American heroine. 

Krull, K.  (2004).  A  Woman  For  President: The  Story  Of  Victoria  Woodhull.


Illus.  J.  Dyer. New York: Walker.                                                                                          

In 1872, before women ever had the right to vote in elections, Victoria Woohull ran for president. “It was a wild moment in American history and times would never be the same for women!”

Lasky, K.  (2009).  Georgia Rises: A Day in the Life of Georgia O’Keeffe.  Illus. O. Eitan.                             
Great Neck, NY: StarWalk KidsMedia.                                                                                                 Inspired by Georgia O’Keeffe’s highly descriptive letters, award-winning author Kathryn Lasky imagines a day in the life of this legendary artist at her Abiquiu, New Mexico home. Before the first shades of lavender color the morning sky, Georgia rises – eager to walk the rust red hills and discover images that she will later paint a bone glowing white, the black wings of a raven against the gray sky, a slice of silver moon. This fresh, imaginative approach, combined with Ora Eitan’s spare, evocative paintings, invites readers into Georgia’s world, revealing how this artist’s creative process is affected by the natural world and small moments of daily life. There is also a biographical overview of O’Keeffe’s life and a reproduction of one of her paintings.
 Levine, S.  (2013).  Bone By Bone:Comparing Animal Skeletons.                                                                     
Illus. T. S. Spookytooth. Minneapolis: Lerner Publishing Group.                                       What animal would you be if your finger bones grew so long that they reached your feet? Or what if you had no leg bones but kept your arm bones? This picture book will keep you guessing as you read about how human skeletons are like—and unlike—those of other animals.

Macaulay, D. & Keenan, S.  (2013). Toilet: How It Works (My Readers).  New York:                                   
Macmillan Children’s Publishing Group.

Celebrated author-illustrator and master explainer David Macaulay brings his unique voice and style to high-interest nonfiction books for newly independent readers. 
Everyone knows what a toilet is for, right? But what exactly happens after you flush? Where does our waste go, and how is it made safe? With his unique blend of informative text and illustration, David Macaulay takes readers on a tour of the bathroom, plumbing, and the sewer system, from the familiar family toilet to the mysterious municipal water treatment plant.
Martin, J. B.  (2009). Snowflake Bentley.  Illus. M. Azarian.  New York: Houghton                                              
Mifflin Harcourt Books for Young Readers.                                                       From the time he was a small boy in Vermont, Wilson Bentley saw snowflakes as small miracles. And he determined that one day his camera would capture for others the wonder of the tiny crystal. Bentley's enthusiasm for photographing snowflakes was often misunderstood in his time, but his patience and determination revealed two important truths: no two snowflakes are alike; and each one is startlingly beautiful. His story is gracefully told and brought to life in lovely woodcuts, giving children insight into a soul who had not only a scientist's vision and perseverance but a clear passion for the wonders of nature. Snowflake Bentley won the 1999 Caldecott Medal.
McCarthy, M. (2015). Earmuffs for Everyone!: How Chester Greenwood Became Known

as the Inventor of Earmuffs. New York: Simon & Schuster/Paula Wiseman Books. As a young boy, Chester Greenwood went from having cold ears to becoming a great inventor in this nonfiction picture book from the acclaimed author-illustrator of Pop! and Daredevil.
McDonnell, P.  (2011). Me . . . Jane.  New York: Little, Brown.                                            In his characteristic heartwarming style, Patrick McDonnell tells the story of the young Jane Goodall and her special childhood toy chimpanzee named Jubilee. As the young Jane observes the natural world around her with wonder, she dreams of "a life living with and helping all animals," until one day she finds that her dream has come true.
Nelson, V. M.  (2009). Bad News for Outlaws: The Remarkable Life of Bass Reeves,                                          
 Deputy U.S. Marshal.  Illus. R. G. Christie.  Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books.                                     For three decades, Bass was the most feared and respected lawman in the territories. He made more than 3,000 arrests, and though he was a crack shot and a quick draw, he only killed fourteen men in the line of duty. Bad News for Outlaws reveals the story of a remarkable African American hero of the Old West.
O’Neill, A. (2013). The Kite that Bridged Two Nations: Homan Walsh and the First

Niagara Suspension Bridge. Illus. T. Widener. Honesdale, PA: Calkins Creek. 

This poetic picture book is based on the true story of Homan J. Walsh, an ordinary boy born in Ireland and raised in Niagara Falls, NY. In 1848, Homan entered a kite-flying contest. The winner’s kite string would span Niagara Falls and bridge the United States and Canada. Despite biting cold and strong winds and against tremendous odds, Homan Walsh won the contest, earning him a place in history. His success also lead to the building of the first suspension bridge across the Falls, linking the two neighboring countries. 
Pinborough, J.  (2013). Miss Moore Thought Otherwise: How Anne Carroll Moore                                        
Created Libraries for Children.  Illus. D. Atwell.  New York: Houghton Mifflin                                 
Harcourt Books for Young Readers.                                                                          Once upon a time, American children couldn’t borrow library books. Reading wasn’t all that important for children, many thought. Luckily Miss Anne Carroll Moore thought otherwise! This is the true story of how Miss Moore created the first children’s room at the New York Public Library, a bright, warm room filled with artwork, window seats, and most important of all, borrowing privileges to the world’s best children’s books in many different languages.
Pinkney, A. D.  (2009). Sojourner Truth's Step-Stomp Stride.  Illus.  B. Pinkney.                                             
New York: Jump At The Sun.                          

Born into slavery, Belle had to endure the cruelty of several masters before she escaped to freedom. But she knew she wouldn't really be free unless she was helping to end injustice. That's when she changed her name to Sojourner and began traveling across the country, demanding equal rights for black people and for women. Many people weren't ready for her message, but Sojourner was brave, and her truth was powerful. And slowly, but surely as Sojourner's step-stomp stride, America began to change.
Rockwell, A.  (2002). They Called Her Molly Pitcher.  Illus. C. von Buhler.  New


York: Knopf.  
In 1777, Molly Pitcher joined her husband when he went off to war. As the War for Independence raged, Mollie brought fresh water to the troops, carried a soldier to safety, and manned cannon. For her efforts, General George Washington made her a sergeant in the Continental Army. 

Ryan, P. M. (1999). Amelia and Eleanor Go For A Ride. Illus. B. Selznick. New York: 
Scholastic Press. 
An inspiring true story of Amelia Earheart and Eleanor Roosevelt -- and a thrilling night when they made history together! On a brisk and cloudless evening in April 1933, Amelia Earheart and Eleanor Roosevelt did the unprecedented: They stole away from a White House dinner, commandeered an Eastern Air Transport plane and took off on a glorious adventure, while still dressed in their glamorous evening gowns. This picture book celebrates the courage and pioneering spirit of two friends who defied convention in the name of fulfillment, conviction, and fun. Breathtaking black and white drawings, which create the look of a vintage movie, make this a visual tour de force for young adventurers, historians and anyone else who dares to dream.
Schubert, L. (2012). Monsieur Marceau: Actor without Words. Illus. G. DuBois. New

 York: Roaring Brook Press.  
Marcel Marceau, the world's most famous mime, enthralled audiences around the world for more than fifty years. When he waved his hand or lifted his eyebrow he was able to speak volumes without ever saying a word. But few know the story of the man behind those gestures…

Stewart, M. & Young, A.  (2013). No Monkeys No Chocolate.  Illus. N. Wong.                                               
Watertown, MA: Charlesbridge Publishing.   

This delectable dessert comes from cocoa beans, which grow on cocoa trees in tropical rain forests. But those trees couldn’t survive without the help of a menagerie of rain forest critters, a pollen-sucking midge, an aphid-munching anole lizard, brain-eating coffin fly maggots—they all pitch in to help the cocoa tree survive. A secondary layer of text delves deeper into statements such as "Cocoa flowers can’t bloom without cocoa leaves . . . and maggots," explaining the interdependence of the plants and animals in the tropical rain forests. Two wise-cracking bookworms appear on every page, adding humor and further commentary, making this book accessible to readers of different ages and reading levels.
Stone, T. L.  (2010). Elizabeth Leads the Way: Elizabeth Cady Stanton and the Right to                                  
Vote.  Illus.  R. Gibbon.  New York: Henry Holt and Company.   

Elizabeth Cady Stanton stood up and fought for what she believed in. From an early age, she knew that women were not given rights equal to men. But rather than accept her lesser status, Elizabeth went to college and later gathered other like-minded women to challenge the right to vote. Here is the inspiring story of an extraordinary woman who changed America forever because she wouldn’t take “no” for an answer.
Sweet, M.  (2011). Balloons over Broadway: The True Story of the Puppeteer of Macy's                              
Parade.  New York: Houghton Mifflin Books for Children.                               Everyone’s a New Yorker on Thanksgiving Day, when young and old rise early to see what giant new balloons will fill the skies for Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. Who first invented these "upside-down puppets"? Meet Tony Sarg, puppeteer extraordinaire! In brilliant collage illustrations, Caldecott Honor artist Melissa Sweet tells the story of the puppeteer Tony Sarg, capturing his genius, his dedication, his zest for play, and his long-lasting gift to America—the inspired helium balloons that would become the trademark of Macy’s Parade. Winner of the 2012 Robert F. Sibert Medal and the NCTE Orbis Pictus Award.
Tallchief, M. & Wells, R.  (2001). Tallchief: America’s Prima Ballerina. Illus. G. Kelley.  
England: Puffin Books.  Growing up on the Osage Indian reservation, Maria Tallchief was a gifted pianist and dancer. According to Osage tradition, women are not permitted to dance, but Maria's parents recognized her gifts and allowed her to break the rule. Then when Maria reached the age of twelve, her father told her it was time to choose between her two loves. Maria chose ballet. It was a decision that would change not only the course of her life, but the face of classical ballet in America. The fascinating story of Maria Tallchief's rise to become America's prima ballerina will captivate young readers.

Winter, J. (2012). Jazz Age Josephine: Dancer, singer--who's that, who? Why, that's

 MISS Josephine Baker, to you!. Illus. M. Priceman. New York: Atheneum Books

 for Young Readers. 
Singer, dancer, actress, and independent dame, Josephine Baker felt life was a performance. She lived by her own rules and helped to shake up the status quo with wild costumes and a you-can’t-tell-me-no attitude that made her famous. She even had a pet leopard in Paris!

Winter, J. (2012). Just Behave, Pablo Picasso!. Illus. K. Hawkes. New York: Arthur A.

 Levine Books. 







   Pablo Picasso may have been one of the most famous artists of the 20th century, but that doesn't mean he painted what people wanted him to paint. In fact, some people called his paintings, “ugly,” something many kids can relate to. But Picasso didn't listen to all those people, and kept on working the way he wanted to work, until he created something so new, so different... that people didn't know what to say!
Winter, J. (2009). Sonia Sotomayor: A Judge Grows in the Bronx / La juez que crecio en

 el Bronx. Illus. E. Rodriguez. New York: Atheneum Books for Young Readers. The inspiring and timely story of Sonia Sotomayor, who rose up from a childhood of poverty and prejudice to become the first Latino to be nominated to the US Supreme Court. 

Winter, J. (2009). The Fabulous Feud of Gilbert and Sullivan. Illus. R. Egielski. New 
York: Arthur A. Levine Books.  
Welcome to Topsy-Turvydom, a magical kingdom (well, more like an opera stage) full of pirates, policemen, fairies, and fake mustaches! Mr. Gilbert and Mr. Sullivan have ruled this kingdom together in peace, but one day, Mr. Sullivan decides he's had enough. Every opera they write is the same silly old story, and he's ready for something different. Mr. Gilbert is stunned. He's lost his business partner and his best friend, and he needs a brilliant idea in order to get him back.
 
*Descriptions of books were taken from Amazon.
